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Dr. Melanie G. Watson received her Ph.D. from Louisiana Tech University in 2010. Her research focused on the surface morphology of platelet adhesions as influenced by chemical activators, inhibitors and shear stress. She seeks collaboration with cancer metastasis experts for an in depth investigation of platelets adhered to tumor cells leading to further metastasis and colonization. She currently serves as the LA-SiGMA Outreach and Assessment Coordinator, Student Success Specialist and Engineering Lecturer for Louisiana Tech University’s Collage of Engineering and Science.
Melanie’s past experience with education, K-12 outreach, and REU/RET programs are as follows:

· National Science Foundation (NSF) Course, Curriculum, and Laboratory Improvement (CCLI) WeBWorks Designer: Adapted and organized current Engineering 120 course problems to the WeBWorks online program for online homework problem solving. Designed website homework problems: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA ​(2010) 
· NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Activities Coordinator: Coordinated and executed REU activities for Louisiana Tech program: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA ​(2009-2010)
· Instructor: Taught multiple courses in Biomedical Engineering’s “Introduction to Clinical Engineering” involving medical terminology, medical instrumentation, medical sciences and hospital procedure from an engineering perspective, and Engineering’s “Engineering Problem Solving I” including an introduction into engineering design, engineering problem solving, and computer applications: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA (2008-2010)
· NSF GK-12 Teaching Fellow: Developed and delivered science and mathematics experiments for middle and high school laboratory settings. Organized professional development workshops for local teachers. Disseminated professional presentations for the GK-12 program: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA (2007-2009)

· Lead Writer, Editor & Art Director: Designed NSF GK-12 Program Newsletter: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA (2008-2009)
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